
 
 
 

 IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

 
MARCH 10, 2026 – 3:00 P.M.  

101 WEST MAIN STREET 
IONIA, MICHIGAN 

 
THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN PERSON AND ZOOM  

 

AGENDA 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
III. Invocation 
 
IV. Approval of Agenda 

A. Consideration of additional items 

V. Public Comment (Three-minute time limit per-speaker – please state name/organization) 
VI. Action on Consent Calendar 

A. Approve minutes of the previous meeting (s)  

VII. Unfinished Business 

VIII. New Business  
A. Appointment to the Community Mental Health Services Board 

 Cathy Hesche- 3-year term 
B. Reappointment to the Community Mental Health Services Board 

 Nancy Haga-3-year term  
C. Budget Amendment Approval for PFAS sites with the Health Department – 

Haleigh Leslie 
D. Request Update Authorization of Signature for AAAWM – Carol Hanulcik 
E. Resolution for MSU Extension/4H Millage Proposal – William Hendrian 
F. Review of Applications for District 3 Commissioner  

IX. Department Reports 
A. Sheriff’s Department 

X. Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees 
A. Chairperson 
B. Board of Commissioners 
C. County Administrator 

 
XI. Reports of Special or Ad Hoc Committees 
 



XII. Public Comment (3-minute time limit per speaker) 
 

XIII. Closed Session 
A. None 

XIV. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 

 
Board and/or Commission Vacancies 

 Community Corrections Advisory Board-Ionia Community Mental Health 
Representative 

 Construction Board of Appeals 
 Board of Public Works 
 Land Bank Authority  
 Midwest Michigan Trail Authority 
 WMRPC Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee 

 
Appointments for consideration in the month of March 2025: 

 Community Mental Health Services 
 

Appointments for consideration in the month of April 2025: 
 Area Agency on Aging of Western Michigan Advisory Council 
 Economic Development Corporation/Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
 Jury Board 
  

 



 
IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Terry Frewen, Chairman 

Phone: 616-527-5322   ●   Facsimile: 616-527-8201   ●   Email: clerk@ioniacounty.org 

Ionia County Courthouse, 100 West Main Street, Ionia, Michigan 48846 

 
 

 

February 26, 2026, 3:00 p.m. 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  County Commissioner Scott Wirtz, County Commissioner Phil Hesche, 

County Commissioner Gordon Kelley, County Commissioner Jack 

Shattuck, County Commissioner Terence Frewen 

 

Members Absent:  County Commissioner David Hodges, County Commissioner Larry 

Tiejema 

 

Others Present:  County Administrator Chad Shaw, County Clerk Greg Geiger 

 

I. Call to Order  

Frewen called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm. 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

Frewen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

III. Invocation 

Kelley led the invocation. 

 

IV. Approval of Agenda  

Board discussed agenda and added item to department reports. 

Motion to Approve Agenda as Amended 

Moved by Kelley 

Motion carried 

 

V. Public Comment 

Jodie Fitzpatrick commented on an upcoming musical event. 

 

VI. Action on Consent Calendar 

Board approved the consent calendar by unanimous consent. 

 

VII. Unfinished Business 

No unfinished business. 
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Terry Frewen, Chairman 

Phone: 616-527-5322   ●   Facsimile: 616-527-8201   ●   Email: clerk@ioniacounty.org 
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VIII. New Business 

Board discussed resolution of appreciation for Commissioner Larry Tiejema upon 

his retirement. 

Motion to Approve Resolution 

Moved by Shattuck 

Motion by roll call vote 

Yes – Wirtz, Hesche, Kelley, Shattuck, Frewen 

No –  

 

Board discussed agreement and funding for Public Alert System. Emergency 

Management Director Sgt. Rick Straubel presented the system and recommended 

adopting Hyper Reach. 

Motion to Approve Agreement with Hyper Reach 

Moved by Kelley 

Motion carried 

 

Board discussed modification to holiday pay for Central Dispatch supervisors. 

Central Dispatch Director Lance Langdon presented the modification and 

recommended approval. Board referred the issue to the Personnel Committee. 

 

Board discussed modification to overtime pay for Central Dispatch supervisors. 

Central Dispatch Director Lance Langdon presented the modification and 

recommended approval. Board referred the issue to the Personnel Committee. 

 

Board discussed Memorandum of Understanding for Dispatcher Union Contract 

with regards to vacations. Central Dispatch Director Lance Langdon presented the 

modification and recommended approval. 

Motion to Approve Memorandum of Understanding 

Moved by Shattuck 

Motion carried 

 

Board discussed parallel office manager position prior to vacancy for training 

purposes. Central Dispatch Director Lance Langdon presented the request and 

recommended approval. 

Motion to Approve Position for a Period not to Exceed Six Weeks  

Moved by Kelley 

Motion carried 
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Board discussed resolution Consolidating the County 911 Document and 

amendments. Central Dispatch Director Lance Langdon presented the resolution 

and recommended approval. 

Motion to Approve Resolution 

Moved by Kelley 

Motion by roll call vote 

Yes – Wirtz, Hesche, Kelley, Shattuck, Frewen 

No –  

 

Board discussed 26-17 HMA paving contract bids. Road Department Director 

Kody Waite presented the contract and recommended accepting the bid from  

Rieth-Reilly Construction 

Motion to Accept Bid from Rieth-Reilly Construction 

Moved by Shattuck 

Motion carried 

 

Board discussed 2026 Countywide Tree Removal Contract bids. Road 

Department Director Kody Waite presented the contract and recommended 

accepting the bid from Always There Tree Care 

Motion to Accept Bid from Always There Tree Care 

Moved by Shattuck 

Motion carried 

 

Board discussed updating and refining strategic plan. Board discussed need for 

more detail in the plan as well as the need to plan farther into the future. 

 

Board discussed MCL 46.412 Vacancy in office of Commissioner and 

appointment. Board discussed process to fill vacancy and timeline. Board agreed 

to accept applications for the position until March 9, 2026, Board will select 

candidates for interviews on March 10, 2026, Board will hold special meeting on 

March 17, 2026 for interviews, deliberation and appointment of Commissioner. 

Motion to Approve Appointment Process 

Moved by Kelley 

Motion carried 

 

IX. Department Reports 

Board received written report from the Maintenance Department. 

Board received report from the Building Department. 
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X. Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees 

Frewen commented on MAC podcast, discount prescription program, Ionia 

County Connect, Montcalm Community College Ionia Guarantee Program, state 

revenue sharing, and local tipping fees. 

Shattuck commented on local tipping fees. 

Kelley commented on the facilities committee and on upcoming Brownfield 

Development. 

Shaw commented on the Civil War Flag, jail boilers, and thanked Commissioner 

Tiejema for his service. 

 

XI. Reports of Special or Ad Hoc Committees 

No reports of special or ad hoc committees.  

 

XII. Public Comment 

Jodie Fitzpatrick commented on an upcoming musical event. 

 

XIII. Closed Session 

No Closed Session 

 

XIV. Adjournment 

Board discussed adjournment. 

Motion to Adjourn 

Moved by Shattuck 

Motion carried 

 

 

 

 

    

  Terry Frewen, Chairman         Greg Geiger, County Clerk 

 



IONIA COUNTY 

Application for Committee or Board Position 

 

Name:   Cathy  Hesche 

 

Address:  

 

Telephone Number:  

 

Email:    

 

Board, Council, or Committee Position Desired:  

Right Door for Hope, Recovery & Wellness. 

Please give a brief resume of your qualifications for the desired position: 

As a former foster and adoptive parent in Ionia County, we have had extensive experience 

with The Right Door; the good, the bad and the ugly.  We needed and depended on their 

services and resources to help us help the children that came into our home spanning over 

20 years.  Their services, resources and staff were integral in our successes raising some 

very severely damaged and traumatized children from Ionia County. 

I am also involved in our local veteran’s community, as well as local food insecurity 

councils/programs and pantries. I am currently volunteering and serving on the boards of 

the IM Kids 3rd Meal Program and the Ionia County Food Policy Council. 

One can say that all the above i.e., trauma, homelessness, food insecurity, PTSD, family 

separations, etc. have a significant impact and are intertwined with the mental health 

issues we are experiencing in our local communities.   

I am also a business owner with my husband and understand the need for fiscal 

responsibility while maintaining cooperative relationships during difficult times and 

situations.   



I believe that my experiences of owning a small successful business, participating as a 

client with the Right Door for years, and the other programs I am involved with gives me a 

unique perspective that will be of benefit to this position.  I will bring lifetime experience, 

perspective and advocacy as well as the ability to understand that sometimes hard 

decisions must be made for the benefit of the community.   Only through available 

resources for all with compassionate care and diligence will a community thrive.   

 



IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REQUEST FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION 

 
Budget Amendment 

March 10, 2026 
 
CONTACT: 
Haleigh Leslie, Health Officer 
Brenda Ingersoll, Office Manager 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
This budget amendment adds a budget for the for Belding PFAS site and decreases the budget 
for the American Anodco, North State Rd and Palo PFAS Sites.     
 
 
OTHER DEPARTMENTS/AGENCIES AFFECTED: 
N/A 
 
 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS: 
Budget decreases by $17,274. See attached budget amendment and supporting documents 
 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: 
N/A 
 
 
DEADLINE: 
N/A 
 
 
SPECIFIC ACTION REQUESTED (PROPOSED BOARD MOTION): 
1. Request for approval of the Ionia County Health Department Budget Amendment.    

 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S RECOMMENDATION: 
Administrator Recommends this Approval.  











IONIA COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING 
REQUEST FOR DISCUSSION/ACTION 

 
Ionia County Commission on Aging requests updated Authorization of Signature document for 

AAAWM 
March 10, 2026 

 
CONTACT: 
Carol Hanulcik, Director 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
AAAWM requires a completed Authorization of Signature document, signed by the chair 
of the Board of Commissioners, to authorize signatures on various reports and 
contracts. 
 
 
OTHER DEPARTMENTS/AGENCIES AFFECTED: 
 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS: 
Click here to enter text. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW: 
Click here to enter text. 

 
DEADLINE: 
Click here to enter text. 
 
SPECIFIC ACTION REQUESTED (PROPOSED BOARD MOTION): 
I move to approve the request of the ICCOA Director, to sign the attached Authorization 
of Signature document for the AAAWM. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD RECOMMENDATION: 
I recommend completing the document so we are up to date on authorized signatures 
before the spring contract renewal process begins.  
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S RECOMMENDATION: 

Administrator Recommends Approval of this Request.  



AUTHORIZATION OF SIGNATURE FOR AAAWM FUNDED PROGRAMS 

1. Name and Address of Service Partner: 

Ionia County Commission on Aging 

115 Hudson St 
Ionia MI 48846 

Individuals authorized to sign documents on behalf of Service Partner: 

(handwritten signatures only; circle all permissions that apply for each signer) 

2. Signature, Typed Name and Title:1 ii 7.• 

1. Signature: (/ .PV-/( /...111/1.4.4-4 -c----I. Signature: g.3) 
NameCarol Hanulcik Name Emily Gr, 
Title Agency Director Title Direct Care Services Director 

Contracts Contract Amendments Contracts Contract Amendments 

ancia e o c. iEFIZT—R5m3o financial Reports> kten-mFruiaso 

3. Signature: 4 )X 1 --00 .4„.14c--- 4. Signature: 

NameASh ley Denker Name 

Title Transportation Coordinator Title 

Contracts Contract Amendments Contracts Contract Amendments 

Financial Reports Service Reports Cirancial Repoil?) Kvice Reports

3. I certify that the signature (s) above is (are) of the individual (s) authorized to sign documents as specified on 

behalf of Service Partner. 

Signature of Board Chairperson /Owner Date 

Name Title  

Note: The submitted form is valid for one year from date of Board Chairperson/Owner signature. 

It is the Service Partner's responsibility to notify AAAWM of any changes. 



Individuals authorized to sign documents on behalf of Service Partner: 

(handwritten signatures only; circle all permissions that apply for each signer) 

 

AUTHORIZATION OF SIGNATURE FOR AAAWM FUNDED PROGRAMS 

1. Name and Address of Service Partner:

2. Signature, Typed Name and Title:

1. Signature: 2. Signature:

Name Name 

Title Title 

   Contracts  Contract Amendments 

    Financial Reports  Service Reports 

     Contracts  Contract Amendments 

  Financial Reports  Service Reports 

3. Signature: 4. Signature:

Name Name 

Title Title 

    Contracts  Contract Amendments 

    Financial Reports  Service Reports 

    Contracts  Contract Amendments 

    Financial Reports  Service Reports 

3. I certify that the signature (s) above is (are) of the individual (s) authorized to sign documents as specified on

behalf of Service Partner.

Signature of Board Chairperson /Owner Date 

Name  Title 

Note: The submitted form is valid for one year from date of Board Chairperson/Owner signature. 

It is the Service Partner’s responsibility to notify AAAWM of any changes. 

chanulcik
Oval
Contracts

chanulcik
Oval
Contract Amendments

chanulcik
Oval
Contracts

chanulcik
Oval
Contract Amendments



IONIA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS RESOLUTION #2026-04 MSU 

EXTENSION/4H MILLAGE PROPOSAL 

 The following preamble and resolution were offered by Commissioner _________________ 

and supported by Commissioner __________________:  

WHEREAS the Citizens of Ionia County are receiving valuable services through the 

Michigan State University Extension/4H  and  

WHEREAS, the Michigan State University Extension/4H, will require .17 mill to continue 

present services and meet the future needs of the county citizens, now  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ionia County Board of Commissioners, by the 

authority vested, will place a millage question on the primary election ballot of August 4, 

2026.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ballot proposal will read: 

 NEW MILLAGE TO FUND MSU EXTENSION, 4-H YOUTH PROGRAMS 

 This millage will allow the County of Ionia, Michigan to levy the constitutional tax rate 

limitation on general ad valorem taxes of 0.1700 mills to provide funds for the Ionia County 

MSU Extension, including 4-H. 

Shall the limitation upon the total amount of general ad valorem taxes imposed upon real 

and tangible personal property for all purposes in one year under the Michigan Constitution 

be increased for funding operations of MSU Extension services, including 4-H Youth 

Programs, in Ionia County, and levy for that purpose not more than 0.1700 mill (equal to 

$.17 on every $1,000.00 of taxable value of real and tangible personal property) for a period 

of four (4) years, 2027 through 2030, inclusive, for the purpose of providing operating funds 

to Ionia County MSU Extension, including 4-H Programs (approximately $ 397,281.00 in 

2026)?  

 To the extent required by law, a portion of the millage (may be captured by the downtown 

development authorities for the cities of Belding, Ionia, and Portland, and the Village of 

Lyons’ and the City of Belding’s tax increment finance authorities. 

 YES _____ 

 NO _____  

 

 



AYES: Commissioners: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

NAYS:   Commissioners:___________________________________________________________ 

 RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  ______________________ 

Greg Geiger, 

       Ionia County Clerk 

 STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

 ) ss. 

 COUNTY OF IONIA ) 

 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the County of Ionia, Michigan (the 

County) do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution 

adopted by the County Board of Commissioners at a regular meeting on the  day of , 2026, 

the original of which is on file in my office. Public notice of said meeting was given pursuant 

to and in compliance with Act No. 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, as amended, including 

in the case of a special or rescheduled meeting, notice by posting at least eighteen (18) hours 

prior to the time set for the meeting. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereto affixed my official signature on this th day of 2026, A.D. 

 _________________________ 

 Greg Geiger,  

 Ionia County Clerk 



 

Department Report  

IONIA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE  
Talking Points 

 
 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
Jail Population: Our inmate population has been holding steady over the last 
several months.  We have been maintaining a population of 90-100.   
 
Building Issue at the Ionia County Sheriff’s Office.  We had a major issue with 
the boilers going down when it got super cold outside.  We had them replaced and 
the new ones went down a week later due to manufacturing defects.  Those were 
replaced under warrant.  Thank you to Scott and Tom for getting us through this very 
tough time! 
 
Projects: The state of Michigan and the Feds have pushed through their mandatory 
encryption requirements for all police radios that regularly transmit LEIN information.  
Our hand-held radios are 12 years old and will not take the encryptions.  Some of our 
in-car radios can take encryption and they will be converted, however most will not.  
This project will likely cost upwards of $300,000.  This project is an unfunded 
mandate pushed by the federal government to the states.  All other police agencies 
in our area already can encrypt their current radios leaving us left.   
We are actively seeking a body scanner for our jail.  We have secured $75,000.00 in 
grants to help offset the cost.  This will be placed on the next agenda for discussion 
and consideration for the next board meeting. 

 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF  
 
Correctional Facility Staffing:  With the changes in staffing, we still have 3 open 
positions, not counting the two being held for budgetary issues of 2020.  We have 
conducted several interviews but have not moved forward with any of these.    
 
Since the last report, Gabrial Colella was let go in the CTO process.   
 

                                CHARLIE D. NOLL, SHERIFF   Phone  (616) 527-5737 
                                    ANDREW A. BUCHOLTZ, UNDERSHERIFF Admin  (616) 527-5383 

                    CAPT. ANDREW DINEHART, JAIL               Jail   (616) 527-5390  
                                              133 East Adams Street        Fax  (616) 527-9102 

        Ionia, MI 48846          

 



Mental Health: We continue to see a strong need for mental health access in our 
facility.  Jennifer Zimkowski has continued to work in our facility from the Right Door. 
Our inmates keep her very busy.   
 
Uniform Services Staffing: We are currently down 2 road patrol positions.  Since 
last report, we let go of Officer Jesse Evans during the FTO process and Officer 
Loghyn Hurst resigned from the agency.  We have hired Shawn Bongard, who is 
currently in the first phase of the FTO process.  We have extended a conditional offer 
of employment to James Watkins.  Watkins comes to us with over 4 years of service 
in the state of Alabama.  He has taken the MCOLES transfer course and successfully 
passed making him licensable in Michigan.    
 
Awards:  We held department awards last week.  We are pleased to announce that 
Deputy Chyanne Overbeck received the 2025 Deputy of the Year award.  This award 
is selected and voted on by her peers and supervisors.  Deputy Overbeck has really 
shown a great determination for policing in Ionia County and has been a fantastic 
addition to the Ionia County Sheriff’s Office family! 
 
Deputy Mezei was recognized as leading our agency in calls for service, found on 
patrol complaints and traffic stops conducted for 2025. 
 
Detective Kasul received two letters of commendation for her outstanding work 
closing several large cases in the second half of 2025 (noted later in report).  The 
second one was for work done in conjunction with other deputies bringing a 
kidnapping suspect to justice.  Sgt. Whitford and Sgt. Veenstra were also recognized 
for their contributions in locating the suspect in this case. 
 
Officer Robert Frost was recognized as the top overtime hound in 2025.  He worked 
more than 600 hours overtime last year.  It’s easy to say he was compensated for his 
time, but this sacrifice helps the entire agency to make sure that our jail is safe and 
secure. 
 
Valorie Seward was recognized by the staff as our 2025 Support Person of the year.  
Seward is responsible for many different things in our office and is credited with 
keeping the peace, being the go between for our staff and county administration and 
keeping things running smoothly.  
 
Medical Issues: We are still seeing a large increase in our jail population with major 
mental health concerns and addiction-related related medical issues.  Our medical 
and mental health staff are working hard to make sure they are being treated and 
staying healthy.      

 
Vehicle update: We currently are down one vehicle due to an unfortunate meeting 
with a deer during a pursuit.  We are currently waiting for the new replacement that is 
supposed to be delivered sometime in March.     
 
Calls for Service:   
 
Total calls for service December 2025 – February 28th  2119 



 
Assaults  18 
B&E/Burglary 2 
Child abuse/neglect 35 
Domestic  38 
Veh. Theft  2 
Fraud   24 
Hit & run  29  
Larceny   24 
Retail Fraud  9 
MDOP   7 
Warrant arrest 98 
OWI   12 
CSC   5 
Suicide  1 
Traffic Misd  45 
Drug/Narcotic 4 
Gen Assist  351 
Abandon veh  29 
Accidents PDA 285 
Accidents PIA  25 
Alarms  39 
Civil   139 
Non-Criminal 141 
K-9   10 
R&O   8 
Weapons off  7 
Disorderly  5 
Trespassing  7 
Suspicious sit. 270 
Public Relations 7 
Mental Health 32  
Deceased persons 13 
 
 
Notable Cases Resolutions: 
 

 Matthew Brownell (54 y/o) arrested for 4 counts of CSC involving a minor 
(SH25-01847) 

 Powell Caniff (36 y/o) arrested for 13 counts of CSC involving minors (SH25-
02459) 

 Trent Creighton (53 y/o) arrested for 4 counts of CSC involving minors (SH25-
06228) 

 William Talley (28 y/o) arrested for 2 counts of CSC/Assault with Intent to 
Commit CSC involving a minor (SH25-04039) 



 Chayleang Tiang (42 y/o) arrested for 6 counts for charges related to 
Kidnapping, CSC involving a minor, and Child Pornography (SH25-04343); 
case was turned over to AG's office for federal charges - not sure if you want 
to include this one or not since this was from last summer  

 
 
Kitchen Status:    Kitchen has been running smoothly.     
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Sheriff Charlie Noll 
Ionia County Sheriff’s Office 
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