


















































RESOLUTION OF IONIA COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY OPPOSING THE 

THE CONSTRCTION OF AN ICE DETENTION FACILITY IN IONIA COUNTY 

Whereas, the United States was founded as a nation of immigrants who have 

over the years come from all over the world; 

Whereas, over the last several decades, thousands of immigrants have entered 

the United States without proper documentation or are seeking asylum but are 

legally using asylum and immigration law to challenge their deportations. 

Whereas, many thousands of undocumented immigrants and asylum seekers 

have pending legal proceedings to adjudicate their status in the United States 

under immigration or asylum law, but that this legal system currently remains so 

overloaded that hearings to adjudicate their cases may take several years to 

complete; 

Whereas, under American law, immigrants and asylum seekers entering the 

United States without proper documentation are subject to deportation through 

enforcement action by the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) arm of 

the Department of Homeland Security provided that their deportations represent 

the enforcement of a judicial decisions  against them ; 

Whereas, until the last several years, ICE policy used mass detention of 

immigrants and asylum seekers awaiting adjudication of their legal status to a 

lesser degree than under ICE’s current policy; 

Whereas, the Immigration Centers of America (ICA), a private prison company 

working  for ICE, is seeking support from the Ionia Board of Commissioners to 

construct an up-to-600 adult prison on 106 acres of agricultural land in Ionia 

township to imprison adults who have been accused of violating immigration or 

asylum law, but who have not had their legal cases fully adjudicated;  

Whereas, the mass detention of immigrants and asylum seekers who are awaiting 

adjudication of their cases, but have no other law violations against them, 

represents both a cruel violation of human rights and an epidemiological disaster 



waiting to happen given that we know mass detention facilities are incubators for 

the virus that causes Covid-19; 

Whereas, the detention of individuals awaiting adjudication of their status can 

lead to the cruel separation of adults from their children when families have 

entered the United States as a family unit, when such separation is a violation of 

basic American values;  

Whereas, ICE has other methods of ensuring that immigrants and asylum seekers 

attend any legal proceedings scheduled to adjudicate their status in this country 

such as release to the custody of relatives, personal recognizance and ankle 

bracelets, all common practice to keep track of criminal defendants awaiting trial; 

Whereas, the ICA has requested that the Board of Commissioners of Ionia County 

endorse its proposal to construct a prison to imprison immigrants and asylum 

seekers who are awaiting adjudication of their cases. 

Be it Resolved, the Ionia County Democratic Party requests that the Board of 

Commissioners for Ionia County do not endorse the ICA’s proposal to construct a 

prison in Ionia County to imprison immigrants and asylum seekers who are 

awaiting adjudication of their claims through the legal system. 

Approved:    

























































































































































































































THE IONIA COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY’S RESOLUTION URGING 

MICHIGAN CAPITOL COMMISSION MEMBERS AND STATE LEGISLATORS  

TO BAN FIREARMS FROM STATE CAPITOL GROUNDS AND IN THE CAPITOL 

Whereas, in the last several weeks, Governor Gretchen Whitmer has issued 

executive orders requiring business closures and social-distancing practices as 

part of Michigan’s effort to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 virus; 

Whereas, some Michiganders seek to challenge Governor Whitmer’s orders 

through protests on the state Capitol’s grounds and in the Capitol itself; 

Whereas, the Ionia County Democratic Party is committed to supporting both the 

U.S. Constitution’s First Amendment’s guarantee to peacefully protest public 

actions and its Second Amendment’s right for individuals to possess firearms; 

Whereas, some of the angry protesters openly carried guns, including assault-

type rifles, on the Capitol’s grounds and into the Capitol itself, then attempting to 

barge onto the floor where Legislators meet; 

Whereas, at least one state legislator felt so frightened about the possibility of 

physical violence from these gun-brandishing protesters that she wore a 

bulletproof vest ; 

Whereas, the presence of firearms outside or inside public meetings where 

contentious issues may be debated or enacted can create a hostile atmosphere 

amounting to the physical intimidation of public officials performing their 

required duties; 

Whereas, the Second Amendment does not require that individuals can use, 

possess and display firearms in all times, in any manner, and in all places where 

they wish; 

Whereas, some states already bar bringing weapons into their Capitols and Ionia 

County currently has rules that prevent the general public from bringing firearms 



and knives into the Ionia County Courthouse and other public buildings, including 

buildings where meetings of Ionia County’s Board of Commissioners are held. 

Be It Resolved, the Ionia County Democratic Party  urges  Michigan Capitol 

Commission members and all state legislators whose jurisdictions cover all or part 

of Ionia County to support banning the possession of all firearms on the state 

Capitol’s grounds and in the Capitol building itself, except for duly authorized law 

enforcement officials. 

Approved:  Ionia County Democratic Party 

Date: May 9, 2020 
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